





The Problem...

At Church At School At Home
Around Godly people  Around people to impress  Around people who love me anyway

"Your primal and greatexemplary is the life of Christthe Lord, then the life of the
saints who perfected theirfaith. You oughtnotto go with the flow so that yourise
when people rise and fall when they fall. Butabide in the Lord and do notlet anyone
cause you to stumble"-H.H. Pope Shenouda lll




Take the test

Do I make the same effort in every place / around different people?

Do I use the same language in every place / around different people?

Do I respond to similar situations in the same way in every place / around different people?
Do the different people I choose to be around have the same ideals?

Do the different people I choose to be around share my morals / principles?

Am I equally proud to be a Christian in every situation, place or group of people?

Have I actively hidden my relationship to Christ from anyone in person / virtually?

Do I care about what other think more than God?
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“So whatif | lead adouble life? | make everyone happy. |be who | need to be for
whoeverand whenever. | can please everyone.”

You may fool everyone here and maybeeven yourselfbutdo you think you can fool
God? Where is He? Whatdoes He not see? Where does He look to judge you?
Hebrews 4:13 “And there is no creature hidden from His sight, butall things are naked
and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.”

1 Samuel 16:7 “For the Lorp does not see as man sees;# for man looks at the
outward appearance, butthe LorD looks at the heart.”

‘Indeed, itis very dangerous for man to be concerned aboutthe outerappearancesin
worshipping, withoutencountering the Lord Jesus Himself, the essence of our
worship and mystery of our life. In this case worshippingwill notbe a cup for
salvation, butit will rather carry death for the soul and hardship forthe body. Man’s
life will be transformed to a beautiful grave from the outside, described by peopleas
spiritually beautiful and pure, foritis painted, where asinitsinside itcontains a dead
and defiled soul, where Christcannotfind a dwelling for Himselfin. As St. Jerome
says, “Justas the saintis God’s temple, likewise is the sinner who makes ofhimselfa
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grave.”” —Fr. Tadros Malaty




So what if [ lead a double life?
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Matt 13:9 Parable ofthe Sower

o

The seeds are all the same - the Word of God, only One Sower - the Lord, the soil
- us. Though He knows some seeds in certain places won'tbe fruitful He still
spread it. Which soil are you?

We were all created one good soil. The Lord never made bad soil thatisonly a
resultof my neglecting; |do notplough and letthe roots thrive.

1. RECEIVE, 2. HIDE, 3. TASTE, 4. ACT

. Closed/Blind heart: NOWATER to the word of God but opened and used by

everyone else (the road which is used by cars, humans even animals, anything
goesbutin itselfis closed &)
Hypocrite Heart: NOT ENOUGH WATER whatoutside is differentthan the
inside, very superficial, cares only aboutthe appearance, good actorsin a good
play, butitisn'ttrue,
Mixed heart: POLUTED WATER Opened to everything, selfcentered,
Pure/ opened heart: ENOUGH PURE WATER: Dedicated hearts,” my beloved
is a closed garden “song of songs, cantbe shared with anybody else..
WATER Is the grace of God, the sacraments, the prayers, the spiritual food
and drinks ( books, spiritual friends, meetings etc.), | have everyday to
nourish and cherishthe word of God....
PURIFICATION is our strive with God everyday to overcome the temptations
inside us...Repentance and confessions..
WATCHING: THE FEAR OF GOD IS THE BEGINNING OF WISDOM, To be
awake and do the work of God all heartedly.




Parable ofthe Five wise Virgins and the Five Foolish Virgins

This isto remind us to always be ready. Don’teverthink thatyou can get away with
pleasing differentcrowds now or that you will only do this temporarily.

The five foolish virgins were VIRGINS! Yet, when they knocked on the door the
Groom told them to go away because He didn’tknow them!




So what 1f [ lead a double life?
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* The Church of Laodicea (the Lukewarm church)

* Rev3:15-16“lknow yourworks, thatyou are neither cold nor hot. | could wish you
were cold or hot. ' So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, |
will vomityou out of My mouth.”

*+ Rev3:19-21“Asmanyas | love, | rebuke and chasten. Therefore be zealous and
repent. 2 Behold, | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, | will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 2! To him
who overcomes | will grantto sit with Me on My throne, as | also overcame and sat
down with My Father on His throne.”

* “These things | have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your
joy may be full.” John 15:11
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Who God says that | am (I will notgo through all ofthem but only highlight three
which are the image, child and temple of God)

My identity is based on who my father is not who | am e.g. Jurassic World movie. Big
bad dinosaur—hero needed to know their origin breeds in order to defeat.

| am who the creator made me to be, who He says | am, not whatthe creation says|
am!

Genesis 1:27 “So God created manin His own image;in the image of God He
created him; male and female He created them.”

It is not possible fora person to see you inimpurity and falling and say ‘thisis the
image of God’

“Yetto all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right
to become children of God — children born notof natural descent, norofhuman
decision ora husband’s will, butborn of God.” John 1:12-13

For everytime you sin, you must feel humiliated in the depth of your soul and
unworthy to be the Son of God.

We ask ourselvesin every work, word, thought—do we do these in a way suitable for
a child of God?

He who sins can’tsay heis a son of God nor can he say he knows God! (1 John 2:4)
Every time we pray “Our Father who art in Heaven” your conscience should
reprimand you and you shouldbe contrited withinyourselff.




“My son, give me your heart” Prov 23:26

1 Cor3:16-17

2 Cor6:16

You are also a temple for God and He dwellsin you
John 14:23

| am regenerated

“‘Mostassuredly, | say to you, unless one is born again, he cannotsee the kingdom of
God.” Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he isold? Can he enter
a second time into his mother’'s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most
assuredly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God.” John 3:3-5



What can I do? Is it Hopeless?

Get to know God so that I can know who I am
Joseph the Righteous knew who he was
You are forgiven because of who you are, not what you've done!

What if | keep failing?

Remember who you are!

Keep rising to the challenge and keep fighting.

My identity is based on who my father is not who | am e.g. visiting newborn, not
because ofthe newborn (they all look, smell, and sound similar!) butbecause of
who their parents are!

“My people are destroyedforlack ofknowledge” (Hosea 4:6) —because they don’t
know who they are

“The truth will set you free” (John 8:32)

Is this all possible though?

‘I can do all things through Christwho strengthens me” (Phil 4:13)

“Whatis impossible forman is possible for God” (Luke 18:27)

PROOF E.g. Joseph the Righteous (before the commandments + has seemingly
no reason to be encouraged) —when he was tempted by Potiphar's wife > he
knew hisidentity > he didn’tsin

Luke 15 Parables
| am continually accepted e.g. lostsheep. It’s the sheep’s faultfor getting lost, so
why would the shepherd go afterit?! “Letus give thanks... for You have covered
us, helped us, guarded us, ACCEPTED US to yourself, spared us...” - Prayer of
Thanksgiving
| am continually Pursued e.g.the woman who searched for the copper coin, ifyou
lost a penny wouldn’tyou justforgetaboutit?

Luke 15:10 “Likewise, I say to you, there isjoy in the presence ofthe angels of

God overone sinnerwho repents.”



| am pre-emptively forgiven e.g. prodigal son - When did the father forgive the
son? If | a parenthas a child wouldn’tthey have already forgiventhem before they
were born? The son was forgiven because of who he was not what he did

‘Do not forget yourself, remember who you are and what is suitable for you,
so that you will not sin...Truly forgetfulness precedes sin. For we forget that
we are the image of God, His resemblance and likeness, His children, His dwelling
and a Temple forthe Holy Spirit. We forgetthatwe are the brothers of Christ, the
partners ofthe Holy Spirit, the partners of the divine nature, the blood. Thisis why
we sin, and if we remember our true state, we would nothave sinned. You would
have forgotten your glories, or you would have lostthem, and lostyourself.”— HH
Pope Shnoeudallll

"Do not worry if the beginning is failure, what is important is that the end is
success"-H.H. Pope Shenoudalll

"l was sitting at the doorway of my desertcell,in Al-Bahr Al-Farigh. | saw an ant
climbing a mound of sand, when suddenly the sand gave way beneath itand it
fell...And as soon asit fell, it did not hesitate for a single momentbefore beginning
to climb once again. And again the sand collapsedbeneath itand itclimbed up
quickly withoutletting failure pushitinto despair. Itrepeated this in front of me a
greatmany times until it finally climbed to the top. | was very astonished atthis little
ant, and learned alesson fromit. | said to myself, | haven’tyetreached the level of
this persevering little ant, norreached its determination which will not admit to
any failure."- H.H. Pope Shenoudallll

"When you fall into a trial, rememberthatthere is always a door standing open
in heaven” H.H. Pope Shenoudallll

“‘Evenifl fall a hundred times onthe way, I shall rise and proceedon my way... |
shall neveracceptdespairbecause itis fromthe devil.”—H.H. Pope Shenoudalll



